REMARKS 

This application is a divisional application of parent 09/416,583 filed October 12, 
1999 and issued March 4, 2003 as USPN 6,528,191. The present application bears a 
filing date of January 22, 2002, was filed with Claims 27-43, and claims priority to the 
aforesaid parent. Claims 27-43 are now pending in the application. 

In the Office Action, Claims 27-43 are rejected. In addition, the specification is 
subject to objection for informality; while the drawings filed January 22, 2002 are 
accepted. 

Priority 

The Office Action mentions claim for domestic priority, referencing that such must 
be inserted as the first sentence of the specification in or an application data sheet. 

It is respectfully submitted that such reference to prior application was included in 
this present divisional Application Data Sheet. Nevertheless, the reference is also being 
included, along with updating of cross-reference to related applications, on Page 1 of 
the specification. 

Specification 

The disclosure was objected to for certain informalities at Pages 1 , 3-4, 14, and 20 
regarding updating of status of U.S. applications referenced by their serial number. 

Such updating in the specification pertinent to the designated information has been 
done in this present amendment. 
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Rejection Under 35 U.S.C. §103 

Claims 27-43 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Kennard m et al. (USPN 5,472,580) over Grot et al. (USPN 6,001,499). 

Applicant respectfully requests withdrawal of this rejection on the basis that the 
patent to Grot et al. qualifies as prior art only under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e)/103, is 
commonly owned, and meets the criteria for exception based on this present application 
being filed after November 29, 1999. 

Grot et al. issued December 14, 1999. The parent application of this divisional 
was filed October 12, 1999. Therefore, since the filing date of the parent application 
(Senner) is before the issue date of Grot et al., Grot et al. does not qualify as prior art 
under 102(a) or 102(b). Grot only qualifies as prior art under 102(e)/103. Note that 
Grot is assigned to General Motors Corporation as indicated on the face of Grot 
6,001,499. 

For applications filed on or after November 29, 1999 a showing that the invention 
was commonly owned at the time the latter invention was made would preclude a 
rejection and be sufficient to overcome rejection under 102(e)/103. 

At the time of filing the parent application, there was included an assignment of 
the invention(s) of the parent and present divisional Senner applications to General 
Motors Corporation. Such assignment was recorded on October 12, 1999 at Reel 
010313, Frame 0759 (copy attached). 

Further, the 103 rejection is not sustainable on the basis of Kennard m alone. 
Since Grot is essential to supply the deficiencies of Kennard in, and since Grot 
6,001 ,499 does not qualify as prior art against the present divisional application, it is 
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respectfully requested that all the pending Claims 27-43 be passed to allowance. 



Conclusion 

It is believed that all of the stated grounds of rejection have been properly 
traversed, accommodated, or rendered moot. Applicant therefore respectfully requests 
that the Examiner reconsider and withdraw all presently outstanding rejections. It is 
believed that a full and complete response has been made to the outstanding Office 
Action, and as such, the present application is in condition for allowance. Thus, prompt 
and favorable consideration of this amendment is respectfully requested. If the 
Examiner believes that personal communication will expedite prosecution of this 
application, the Examiner is invited to telephone the undersigned at (248) 641-1600. 



Harness, Dickey & Pierce, P.L.C. 
P.O. Box 828 

Bloomfield Hills, Michigan 48303 
(248)641-1600 

LDES/lf-s 

G:\ldescher\8540G (General Motors Corporation)\000059.DVA\Amendment (due 12-02-03)\Amendment.doc 



Respectfully submitted, 





Linda M. Deschere 
Reg. No. 34,81 1 
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Foreign (Joint) 

Case: H-205704 (GMFC-5704) 

ASSIGNMENT AND AGREEMENT 
FOR VALUE RECEIVED, I, Ralf Senner, a citizen of Germany, and residing at 
Kurfurst e nstr. 21 , 55118 Maing t GERMANY, hereby sell, assign and transfer to General 
Motors Corporation a corporation duly organized and existing under the laws of the State of 
Delaware and having a place of business at Detroit, Michigan as assignee, and its 
successors, assigns and legal representatives, the entire right, title and interest for the 
United States of America and all countries in and to certain inventions relating to 

METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR 
MONITORING A HYDROGEN CONTAINING GAS STREAM 

which are described in the specification in an application, executed by me on the 



*f day of O^-U-L^^ , 1999 (and I hereby authorize my attorneys, authorized 
to prosecute the application, to here insert the filing date and serial number of the 

application, as soon as it is known, Serial No. , filed . ) 

and all the rights and privileges under any United States Letters Patent and all foreign 
Letters Patent that may be granted therefor. 

I request that any and all United States and foreign patents for the inventions be 
issued to the assignee, its successors, assigns and legal representatives, or to such nominees 
as it may designate. 

I agree that, when requested, I will sign all papers, take all rightful oaths, and do all 
acts which may be necessary, desirable or convenient for securing and maintaining patents 
for the inventions in any and all countries, and for vesting title thereto in the assignee, its 
successors, assigns and legal representatives or nominees. 

I authorize and empower the assignee, its successors, assigns and legal 
representatives or nominees, to invoke and claim for any application for patent or other 
form of protection for the inventions filed by it or them, the benefit of the right of priority 
provided by the International Convention for the Protection of Industrial Property, as 
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amended, or by any convention which may henceforth be substituted for it, and to invoke 
and claim such right of priority without further written or oral authorization from me. 

I hereby consent that a copy of this assignment shall be deemed a full legal and 
formal equivalent of any assignment, consent to file or like document which may be 
required in any country for any purpose and more particularly in proof of the right of the 
assignee or nominee to claim the aforesaid benefit of the right of priority provided by the 
International Convention for the Protection of Industrial Property, as amended, or by any 
convention which may henceforth be substituted for it. 

I covenant with the assignee, its successors, assigns and legal representatives, that 
the rights and property herein conveyed are free and clear of any incumbrance, and that I 
have full right to convey the same as herein expressed. 




Ralf Senner 



Date 




Witness: 




Signature 



